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Synopsis

A New Introduction to American Constitutionalism is the first text to study the entirety of American
constitutionalism, not just the traces that appear in Supreme Court decisions. Mark A. Graber both
explores and offers original answers to such central questions as: What is a Constitution,? What are
fundamental constitutional purposes? How are constitutions interpreted? How is constitutional
authority allocated? How to constitutions change? How is the Constitution of the United States
influenced by international and comparative law? and, most important, How does the Constitution
work? Relying on an historical/institutional perspective, the book illustrates how American
constitutionalism is a distinct form of politics, rather than a means from separating politics from law.
Constitutions work far more by constructing and constituting politics than by compelling people to do
what they would otherwise do. People debate the proper meaning of the first amendment, but these
debates are influenced by the rule that all states are equally represented in the Senate and a
political culture that in which political dissenters do not fear for their lives. More than any other work
on the market, A New Introduction to American Constitutionalism highlights and expands on what a
generation for law professors, political scientists and historians have said about the American
constitutionalism regime. As such, this is the first truly interdisciplinary study of constitutional politics

in the United States.
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Customer Reviews

"Graber’s careful organization of his material provides a foundation in political theory that lends

context to discussions of specific constitutional issues. [T]his book makes a valuable contribution to



the study of American constitutionalism." -Robert N. Clark, Law Library Journal

Mark A. Graber is Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Development and Professor of Law
and Government at the University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law. He is the author
of Rethinking Abortion (Princeton, 1996), Dred Scott and the Problem of Constitutional Evil
(Cambridge, 2006), and, with Howard Gillman and Keith Whittington, American Constitutionalism,
Volumes | and Il (Oxford, 2012).
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